
 

 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 
 

Introduction   11 
 
1. Mobile Pathogens, Traveling Knowledge  31 
 
2. Writing Cures: John Winthrop Jr.’s Epistolary Healing Networks  97 
 
3. Scripting Medicine and Gender  141 
 
4. Conversion and the Rhetoric of Disease  199 
 
5. Poetic Responses to Illness  237 
 
6. Thresholds of Modernity: Cotton Mather’s Medical Writings  291 
 
Conclusion   349 
 
Bibliography   361 
 
Index           399 

 




